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ABBA The Visitors 


The Visitors was first released in Sweden as Polar 
POLS 342 on November 30, 1981. Recording ses- 
sions began in March 1981 and continued unti Novem- 
ber 1981, The album was recorded at Polar Music 


‘Studios in Stockholm, Sweden, 


The journey towards the end 


ge motas by Ca gus Pat 


The Visitors, released at he end of November 1981, was 
ABBAS eighth and al stude album. For he group it had been 
complicated LP to put together: they were nearing the end of 
"he ABBA story. 

The year of 1981 had started win a bit o sad news, Two 
years ater Bjorn and Agnethe amounced their dvorce, Benny 
and Frida issued a statement that they had aiso decided to g0 
‘hei separate ways, The word raised its eyebrows at the com 
‘hued decision on part al our members to continue recor 
ing as ABBA. But however strange it may seem, they sti enjoyed 
working together in the stuso, was a diferent kind of rela- 
tionship betwen the four now - Björn had remarried in January, 
0d Beny would also De the Anot with a new wie before he 
year was over — but the Ardersson/vaeus songwriting part 
ership was as sold as ever, and certainly, Agnetha and Frida 
stil few how to sing. None af the four could see a reason to 
Dut a stop to ABBA. The group's ics had become increasingly 


personal over the past few years, and perhaps no more so than 
‘on the first batch of songs written for the new album. When Al 
Is Said And Done, recorded in Mareh, featured an emotional lead 
Vocal from Frida. The words detled the feelings of a couple 
biting up — rm ater admite thet Benny and Pida divorce 
Tad coloured much of the ys he wrote for the song 


In Slipping Through My Fingers, recorded around the sane 
time, Biörn was writing more species) about his ovi Me. The 
dea for the pics came trom watching Ns daughter Linda going 
‘away to schol = she had started ter fest year in the Autumn of 
1980, The experience put Björn in a pensive maod, and he start- 
ed retlecting on where al the time hd passed since Linda's birth 
Those thoughts transformed into the bres fr Siping rough 
My Fingers, naturally performed by Linda's mather Agnetha, 
Toe third ie in this group of sew recordings, Two Fr The 
Price Of ne, was a more lightweight number, featuring Bim. 


sel on lead vocals. The his were a somewhat bizarre story 
about a man answering an d e persona columns, 


Aor this first session period, ABBA och break om record- 
Ing and tapec a tolovion specal ented Dick Cavett Meets 
ABBA. As te We indicates, part cl te special consisted of an 
Interview with four members, conducted by the famous Amer 


MBA The Visitors 


We fom the abam, One OF Us. This Agnethaied track again 
etc ne effects of spitting u from a partner, in the eyes and 
«rs ot the recor buying pubie: was hard not to conclude tat 
‘the group members were seing about themselves, One O Us 
red out to be ABBAS ast major word hi 

The Mpude of the inge, Shouts Laugh Or Ciy. feted 
Frida on lead vocals. t was one of he stronger of ABRAS single 


“In August 1982, ABBA began their very last recordings" 


can tak show hast ick Cavett. The second hal of the pro- 
rame was then devoted o a ive concert, taped in front of a 
television studo audience. Ase from a string of hits from the 
past, ABBA performed bot Siping Through My Fingers and 
Two For The Price Of Ove dmg tis concen. 

A tew abortve album sessions tolowed in May, ed it wast 
rt September that ABBA were back on rack wih the- abam 
agi. Among the songs recorded nthe Aue was | Let The 
Must Speak Wah ts theatrical mood and shitting sectons, It 
was a song that ported towards an ambition that Bim and 
Berry had arboure for severa years to wito a musical. Later 
IM 1981, ty wos have mes fest meeting with cst Ten Rice 
to discuss such a proyect. Tree years ater te tio released the 
concept abun for er musical Chess. 

Ak recorded cu the Au sessions was the fest sir- 


Petre i n D Cot Me A 


Beides, and over the yeast has become something of a cut 
{avourte among the gus mest devoted fans Shout Laugh 
0r Cry i featured a5 a bonus selection on this CD. 


The Visitors showed tat ABBA were song eto a more 
‘mature group. For stance, te res to the atmosphere 
"rack dest win te dangerous sation for dissidents in the 
Soviet Uso at he time. 

Uie ABBA's albums usualy de The Visors stormed up e 
‘charts most everywhere. wa a number one LP n Great Bran, 
Sweden, The Netherlands ad West Germany, to name but a few 
Countes. Meanwhile, the ABBA merrbers thrives took an 
tended break from the group. In Jerary 1982, Bim and 
Benny both became fathers agar. and Frida spent a tew months 
recording her frst solo atum In seven yeas, Something's Gong. 


AAA Tren Viator 


On, produced by Pa Colis May the grup was back togeth- 
‘er in the studio again, recording tracks for heir next abus. But 
the sessions were not going well ABBA tad begun runing out 
of energy and motivation, not ens because Bim and Benny's 
thoughts were starting to dif toward ther prospective musical 
project with Tim Ree. 

The group decided to postpone their album plns. bested, 
‘hey would release a compiaton double atum of their most 
popular singles from 1973 to 1982, For ths purpose they would 
as record a couple of new racks that codd be released as sim 
iles The songs would aiso be incuded onthe compilation pack: 
age, The Singles ~The First Ten Years. 


In August 1982, ABBA began what tured out to bë ther very 
last recording sessions, When they were over, they had pro- 
duced tree new tracks. The fest single ftom these sessions 
was The Day Before You Come backed wth Cassandra. Both 
"racks have been included as bonus tracks on this CD. 

The Day Before You Came was the st ABBA trach to be 
recorded and was arguably one of their est accomplsh- 
ments. However, when was released as singe in October 
1982, met with widely opposing fates. In several European. 
“countries it was a convincing Top 5 hit. But in Great Britain, the 
pace that lor and Benny always regarded as the home ot 
successful, ingeronthe pulse pop muse, the song oniy pesked 


Just outside the Top 30. The next single was Under Attack, which 
+5 featured as a bonus selection on this CD. Under Attack was 
‘ABBAS latest release as an active group, but he The Day Before 
You Came, t i fare very well on the charts, It was as it every- 
"ing was fag into place: ABBA were tred of beng ABBA, and 
the recordbuying pubic had started ooking elsenhere for new 
sounds, new styles and new faces. 

"The group decided to take a break: Dom and Benny wous 
write their musical together with Tim Rice, and in the meantime 
etta and Frida would make solo albums: Bit the break 
turned out to be permanent. After the Chess musical had been 
released on record, and then staged in London in the Spin of 
1986, al motivation to connue with ABBA had disappeared. 


The general publie seemed to forget about ABBA for a few 
years, bu i the early 19905 things started stiring again. The 
compilation um ABBA Gold, which has sold more than 20 mi- 
len copies worldwide at te tme of writing, was released in 
1992, hickstartng a revival that has since refused to dle down. 

We Frida and Agreha have chosen to keep a lower pofi 
as artists for most of his tme, Björn and Benny took charge of 
the ABBA legacy again at the end of the 1990s. With the stag- 
ing of te successful musical Mamma Mal, based on ABBA 
Songs, they have found a way to let the group's music Ive on 
Wel into the new mmm. a 
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